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 Why

 To fall in line with the CONGU/WHS/England Golf 
recommendations for Stroke Indexes and 
Handicapping

 Data Used

 Over 1,000 recorded rounds

 Appendix E of CONGU/England Golf Rules of 
Handicapping

Background
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 The recommended methodology and procedures
 It is recommended that a stroke index allocation be applied over 18-

holes, split into six triads with each hole ranked on its playing difficulty 
relative to par.

 Apply odd stroke index allocations over the front nine and even stroke 
index allocations over the back nine.

 Spread stroke index allocations evenly over the 18 holes so that players 
receiving strokes will have the opportunity to use a high proportion of 
these strokes before a match result has been decided.

 Apply the lowest stroke index hole (1 or 2) on each nine in the middle 
triad. If no hole within the middle triad is ranked within the lowest 6 
holes relative to par, then it can be moved into an adjacent hole at the 
end of the first triad or the beginning of the third triad on each nine.

 Apply the second lowest stroke index hole (3 or 4) on each nine in either 
the first or third triad, unless the lowest stroke index hole has been 
allocated in that same triad.

 If possible, avoid low stroke indexes (6 or less) on consecutive holes.

Appendix E of CONGU/England Golf Rules of Handicapping
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 All tees now rated for competition/handicapping use 
 Whites – Men,

 Blue, Yellow & Red for Men & Ladies*

 Some new tees

 Some holes changing order

 Stroke Indexes

 Course signage

 3 new scorecards; 18, Front 9, Back 9
* Ladies Blue & Yellow provisional  until re-rating in August

What is changing
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 Hole #2/11 will have two tees for White, Yellow and Red
 Front 9 (#2) at 521 yards, 502 yards, 434 yards
 Back 9 (#11) at 514 yards, 496 yards, 445 yards

(currently both set at 504 yards, 487 yards, 444 yards)

 Hole # 4/13 will have two tees for White and Yellow
 Front 9 (#4) at 328 yards, 321 yards,
 Back 9 (#13) at 345 yards, 336 yards

(currently both set at 348 yards, 338 yards)

New Tees
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 Hole #6 is changing tees with Hole #15 for White, 
Yellow & Blue (Red #6 was always longer than #15)

 Hole #7 is changing tees with Hole #16 for White, 
Yellow, Blue & Red

 Hole #9 is changing tees with Hole #18 for White, 
Yellow, Blue & Red

Holes Changing Order
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New Stroke Indexes
Was 10

Was  4

Was  8

Was 12

Was 14

Was  1 (on back 9)

Was 17 (on back 9)

Was  2

Was 13 (on back 9)

Was  9

Was  3

Was  7

Was 11

Was 15

Was 16 (on front 9)

Was  6 (on front 9)

Was  5

Was 18 (on front 9)

Was  9

Was 15

Was  5

Was  1

Was 13

Was 18

Was 12 (on back 9)

Was  3

Was  8 (on back 9)

Was  9

Was  3

Was  7

Was 11

Was 15

Was 16

Was  6 (on front 9)

Was  5

Was 18 (on front 9)
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 Carried out on 17/05/2021

 Each Tee on each hole has a fixed Distance Point

 To the centre of the green

 Along the designed line of play

 Measured with microlaser rangefinder to 0.5m/km 
accuracy

 Issued a certificate

Course Measurement
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 An evaluation of the playing difficulty of the course for the scratch player and the bogey player under 
normal playing conditions.

 The effective playing length is determined from the measurement of each hole, adjusted for the impact 
of:

 roll,

 wind,

 elevation changes,

 altitude, 

 forced lay ups.

 In addition, there are 10 obstacle factors evaluated on each hole for both the scratch player and the bogey 
player:

 topography;

 fairway;

 green target;

 recoverability and rough;

 bunkers;

 crossing obstacles;

 lateral obstacles;

 trees;

 green surface

 psychology.

 The Course Rating System uses table values, adjustments and formulas to calculate ratings

Course Rating
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Date of Changeover
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Explanation of Handicapping

 3 things to remember

 Handicap Index

 Course Handicap

 Playing Handicap
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